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Your guest of honour-
our honoured author

‘The best of British science
fiction writers’

THE SCOTSMAN
‘Mr Aldiss is now in

competition with no one
but himselF

NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

Read Brian Aldiss’s remarkable works in |
Granada Paperbacks. And don’t miss these acclaimed

aloiss
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If you are reading this in a Fit then conaratulations.
You have managed to navigate the dark waters of the Thawes or
arrived by other means in Oxford, Home for this weekend of what
ve hope will be 8 convention to vemember!
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To those of ygou attending vour first corvertion we welcome Yo
and hope that gou discover, as most of us have that conventions
are basically FUN, Yes people may indeed huddle in corners to
discuss the correct devotions to please Akhs or they may be
discussing the merits or not of wool and nylon socks when it
comes to there adbhesion to walls. But whatever the topic of
conversation most are intending to enjoy themselves and to this
3im we hope thalt you will fird something to suit your tastes,
amonast our varied program items. Later in this proaram boolk vou
will fimd 2 short description of 8t Cstherines college 2nd slso 2
piwce on the arangements for that vitsl corvertion Ligquid,
alcohol!

For the seasoned, or spiced, convention attendie, also
velleome! You will no doubt find mary thiras familisr from other
cons but will also, we hope, Tind sone rnew ways to enjoy the
convention.To those of you who are interested in  computers or
video thern please note that there will be 2 computer room runniing
for most of the con and also 2 video room. The times for broth
will be on the doors and also available from the commitiee TCHIM .
If anyone has some video tapes with them ther could they please
see the committee.

If gyour tastes lie more in the qaming direction them I
would draw your attention to discussion on Sunday afternoon on
role plaging games, Alternastively if you fancy running a Qame
then you should rot have too much difficulty finding some space,
The. main thing to remember is ernjoy gourself and if there are any
problems concerning the convention or college then look for a
committee member. We will all be wearing painfully bright
fluorescent badges to aid those whose eyes are hung over.

However allow me to let you continue explorimag this
Frogram Book with the following piece introducing the
corventions)
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Our quest of MHonour, is not omly a world famous writer,
but is also an accomplished Anthologist and 2 respected
critics

His impressive and growing list of work, includes twenty
seven novels to dste ( The twenty eighth, Helliconia Winter
is due oul next vyear), Translations of his bhooks are
available in 8 total of twenty one lsnguages, including
Serbo~-Croat & Hebrew.

He are extremely plessed Lo have Erian Aldiss as our
auest, since he 1s not merely an awsrd winning weiter, but
is alswo a8 Scei e Fiction Fan of long standing., Indeed he

: a8 larae part of the blame/responsibility for the
for Cion of the local science fiction club. The Oxford
University Speculitive Fiction Grouwp. According to Brian,
this worthy bo was formed at his suggestion, when he
finally became tired of fans cluttering wp his living room
and reading his collection.

Currert members of the society ( and the Ouxcon committee
) have a sneaky suspicion, that Brisns decision to move his
howsehold, including five cats and three kittens during the
converrtion masy not be entirely isconnected with his recent
appearance as quest of hormowr, at the OQUSFE Arnnual Banguet,

For gour educstion here is 8 short Curriculum Vitae
followed by @ biblioarasphical list of Brians works)

Briasn W,

st Derebam, Norfolk, Ergland, 18th Auvqust 1925
ation? Mason’s Kirdergartern, 1930-33

8t. Feter’s Court Freparatory School, 1933-36

Framlinghamn College, Suffolk, 1936~39

West Buckland School, Devor, 1939-43

Royal Corps of Signals 1943-47

Bookseller 1948-56

Literary Editor, (Ouxford Mail 195749

Committee af Management, Society of Authors, 1975-78,
Chairman, 1977-78

Arts Council Literature Fanel, 1978-80

Chairman, Cultural Exchanaes Committee, Society of Authors,
1978~

Founder Member, Horid 8F) Fresident, 1982-

European Representative, Science Fiction Writers of America
Honorary Menber, Science Fiction Research Association
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Some of the Awards Briasn has Won.

Husgo Award?: Hothouse, 1962
Nebuls Award?! The $Saliva Tree, 1945
BGFA Award! The Moment of Eclipse, 1972

NOVEL.S

1. The EBrightfount Diaries, 1955

2. Norn—-Stop, 19288 (as Starship, U.8., 1958

3. The Male Response, U.S5., 19261 (U.K., 1963

4, Bow Down To Nul, U.8., 1960 (as The Interpreter, U,HK., 1961)
S The Frimal Urge, U.8., 1961 (UK., 1967)

6. Holthouse, 1962 {(as Long Afterroorn Of Earth, U.8., 1962)

7. Dark Light Years, 1964 (U.5., 1964)

8. Greybeard, 1964 (U.S,, 1964)

9. Earthworks, 1965 (U.8., 1966)

10, The 8Saliva Tree, 1966 (U.5., 1981)

11 . An Aae, 1967 (as Cryptozoic! , U.8.; 1968)
12, Report On FProbability A, 19268 (U.8,, 1969)
13, A Brian Aldiss Omnibus, 1969

14, Barefoot In The Head, 1949 (UJ,8., 1970)
15, The Hand-Reared Boy, 1970 (U,8., 1970)

16, A Soldier Erect, 1971 (U.S5., 1971

17+ Brianm Aldisse Omnibus 2, 1971

18, Frankenstein Unbound, 1973 (J.8., 1973
19, The Eighty-Minute Hour, 1974 (U.5,, 197%)
20 . The Malacia Tapestry, 1976 (U.8., 1977)
21 ., Evothers OFf The Head, 1977 (U.S., 1977)
22+ A Rude Auwskening, 1978 (U.8., 1979)

23, Enemies Of The System, 1978 (U.8,, 1978)

L.ife In The West, 1980

25, Moreau’s Other Tsland, 1980 (s An Island Called Moresu,
UseBey 1981)

26, Helliconia Spring, 1982 (U.S., 1982)

27 + Helliconia Summer, 19683 (U.8., 19283

28, Helliconia Winter, 1985 UJ.8., 198%)

SHORT STORY COLLECTIONS,

Space Time And Nathaniel, 1957

The Canopy of Tine, 1959

No Time Like Tomorrow, U.8., 1959 C(variant on Space Time &
athaniel)

Galaxies Like Grains 0f Sand, U.8., 1960 (variant on Canopy Of
Time)

The Airs of Earth, 1963

Starswarm,; U.5., 1964 (variant on Airs Of Earth)

Best SF Btories of BErisn W, Aldiss, 1965 (as Who Can Replace A
Hanm?, U.8., 19659)(Revised ed., 1971)

Intangibles Ine., 1969

Neanderthal Flaret, U.S.,; 1970 (varisnt o Intangibles Ine.)
The Moment OFf Eclipse, 1971 (U.8,, 1972)



The Eoobk Of Brisn Aldiss, U.S., 1972 (8s Comic Inferno,
1973>

Last Orders, 1977

New Arrivals, 0ld Encounters, 1979 (U.8., 1979)
Foreign Bodies, 1981 (published in Sinaapore)

Seanons in Flight, 1984

NON-FLCTION

Cities And Stornest A Traveller’s Yugoslavis, 1966

The Shape of Further Things, 1270 (U.8S., 1971)

Eilliorn Year Spree! A History of Science Fiction, 1973
(U:Sayp 1973 k |

Science Fiction aArt, 1975 (U.8., 1975

This World and Nearer Ones, 19769 (U.S., 1981)

File (A poem), 1979 (U.8,, 1979)

Farewell to a Child (Foems) 1982

ERDITED By?

Fernguin Science Fiction, 1961

More Fenauin Science Fiction, 1962

Yet::More Fenguin Science Fiction, 1964

Ferauin SF Omnibus, 1973

Besl Fantasy Stories, 1962

Introducing 5F, 1964

Nebuwla Award Stories 11 (with Harry Harrisorn), U.8., 1967
Farewell Fantastic Veruws, 1948 (as ALl About Verus, U.8.,
1968)

Space Opera Series!

Space Opera, 1974, U.85., 1975

Space Odysseys, 1975, U.5., 1976

Evil Earths, 1979

Galactic Evpives, 2 vols., 1976, U.8., 1977
Ferilous Flanets, 1978

GENERAL EDITOR, Fenguin Science Fiction, 1962-64
Ediited with Harry Harrison

SF 19267, 19268 (U.8., 1968)

SF 1968, 1969 (U1.8,, 1969)

SF 1969, 1970 (U:He, 19700

SF 1970, 1971 (U.85., 1971)

SF 1971, 1978 (U.S.y 1972)

SF 1972, 1973 (UeSey 1973

SF 1973, 19274 (U.S., 1974)

SF 1974, 19275 (UsSey 1975)

., BF 1975, 1976 (U.8., 1976

The Astounding/Anasloa Reader, 2 vols., U.8, 1973
Hell’s Cartoaraphers, 1975 (U.85.,, 197%)




The Decades Series

The 19408, 1975 (U.S,, 1978)
The 19508, 1976 (U.S,, 1978)
The 1960s, 1977

The SF Master Series! 20 titles.

A bibliography of Briasns writings, compiled by his wife
Haraaret and entitled ITEM 83, is aveilasble. Also 2 auide to his
work has been published by Borqo Fress inm California! ALDISS
UNEOUNDS The Science Fiction of Brisn W. Aldiss, by Richard
Hathews,
STOF PRESS) The first complete study AF
Hritirmas of Erian W, Aldiss, by
(Greernwoond Fress, 1984,

ESY A Study of the
Erdan Geiffin armd David Winarove

IAN W, ALDISS
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Ellen was walking in the mountains. Ghe
and face., The vise women of the village said
fortune would befall her.

As she walked by the Hrolf Glascier, a8 portion of it
collapsed into the stream. Ellen saw that a figure was
imprisoned inside the qglacier wall, She went closer. & man
stared ouwt at her.,

Taking a8 stone, she atltacked the ice arnd freed the man.
He was or ed in ancient clothes, with strange hoots and
tall hat, After 2 while in the sun, he revived and spoke.

"Far a thousand years have T been entrapped in that
qlacier. I am the Wizard who once lived in the North,.
What’'s your name, qirl?"

"Ellen."

"Ellern, for your kindness 1711 rewsrd you, Answer my
riddle and all vyou want in the world shall be yours. You
may have only four gquesses at the answer,"

She seasted herself on a8 boulder from which she could see
her village and the fjord far below. The wizard chanted his
riddie!

"T’m briahter than the sun
Andg embrace all sung.
Mern and women will be mine
As lomg as tine runs.

Vihat am I?"

Ellen had just passed her school exams. She jumped wup
crying,

"The answer aust be Hope,"

"Not Hope," said the wizard <

Ellern returned to the village. The wizard followed, and
eventually found work at the sawmill on the edge of the

fiord, After a vyear passed, Llen fell in love with lLavrs,
the aarage-ouwner’s son. They hecane enqaged.

O the might before their marriage, Ellen lsy swake in
the small hours, thinking of the riddle and the Jjous that
could be hers. On a sudder impulse, she went to see the
wizard at the sawmill.

"Now L‘m older and more s
answer to wour viddle, sir.
Love,"

ensible, I have fTound the
a answer, of course, is




"Not Love," said the wizard.

Eller and Lars were married, Thew lived in 2 small house
near the fjord, where Ellen was happy., In due time, she
gave birth to a8 son. Lars worked longer hours at the garaqe
to support the arowing family,

Two dears later, Ellen was abouwt to qive birth to 3
second child., She went to see the wizard.

"I’m older and wiser now, sirvr, and I have the answer to
your riddle. The answer, I believe, is Motherhood,"

"Not Motherhood," said the wizard,

Ellen was anary, She thouwaght that there was little of
the wizard’s magic left in the smodern world. Otherwise, he

would be more prosperous,. But she put such reflections
aside and qave birth to 8 secornd sor.

Lars was plessed, and bouaht 3 boat so that they could
sail along the fjord,

They lived contentedly. Bobth boys arew up strong and
intelligent. But one Sunday, when Lars was out fishing
alone in his bosat, a storm came down from the mountains,
the boal was sunk, arnd Larvs drowned.

What arvief overwhelmed Ellen! She faced the tragic side
of life for the first time. In her sorrvow, she thouaght of
the old wizard,

Taking her sons with her, she walked to the sawnill,

"This is gour last chance to answer the riddle," croaked
the wizard, "I don’t krow the solution. Get it right and
you’ll set us both free,”

S0 then Ellen toolk a deep breath and said, "1‘’m really
older and wiser, sir, but X still don’t know the answer,
unless it could be...

Crestion?”

At Lhe mention of the magic word, there was & flash of
light. The dirney sawmill momentasrily resembled a palace.

Ellen blinked. The wizard had vanished, In his place
stood Larg - a lithtle damp but nevertheless the living
Lars! He was restored to her, and she had all she wanted in
the world,

Except one thing. She mo longer had somethinmg to hope
for in the small hours of the night.
- Brign W, Aldiss
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Right this is where writing this program book bhecomes
fur and the lies, scandal and other previously unknown
facts about the committee are dug wup,

FAns oy o MMiemesores b il 3

Instigator of this converntion when many Years saqo (
about two actually ) he suggested to 2 bunch of drunken
lunatics, this committes, wouldn’t it be & qood idea to
hold an 8F con in Oxford!

Hobbies) Drimking and propelling lumps of lead towards a
target preferably with the help of explosives.

When not invovlied with Omxcon or shooting he is training to
be a teacher.

(a0 Y T PR - S el Sl v T e #

As the only member of the committee with a calculator
firmly secured to her wrist Mary was recruited to the post
of treassurer, The esteem with which she is
reqgarded was also greatly increased recently when it was
noticed that she seemed Ffully familar with 3 certain nectar
krown as Folish Wodka.

Hobbiesd Drimking

Mary is also training to become a Doctor though some of the
committiee may decline her professionsl services until we
find out what she is learning in Africa later this year!!
wdoeriwes b e b B

Has recruited to the committe becsuse of his E
cormections

Hobbies? Drinking and Plaging with F.A.
aeasr .,

LG == R W o T e -0 s

Otherwise krnown, for arcane ressons, as Keith the Green.
Has been reading SF for as long as he can remember and
beaan to tske a3 more active inmterest in 8F while at
University (studyina Fsycholoaw). His first comn was
Cymrucorn 81,

Hobbies) Drinking, resdina 8F, playging ganes and working
for Ouxcor,
A man of simple ambitions! He wants to rule the world,
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THE BELGARIAD
David Eddings

A magical saga of immense scope setagainst a history of seven
thousand years, of the struggles of Gods and Kings and of ordinary
mortals — of strange lands and extraordinary events and of a fate
and prophecy that must be fulfilled . . .

TR T,
\/W s
: 4,

Available from : Coming in
September 215t February '85

"

“They're good. In fact they're fabulous. More! More! More!
ANNE McCAFFREY




WORLD OF FANTASY ~

THE BOOK OF ISLETRILOGY
Nancy Springer

A major new science-fantasy talent with a feast for the
imagination, a legend brought vividly to life. Reach back to the magical
land of Isle and enter a world of enchantment and sorcery . . .

SECOND I THE wmonsq:_mwr;v[

THE SILVER SUN
P | NANCY SPRINGER

“The prophey of D Wit Hark
fuliflled?

November'84

“In a class with Donaldson's ‘Chronicles of Thomas Covenant'.”
MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY 7

Authorised and introduced by

Frank Herbert, this companion guide to circuits go wrong and who becomes

the Dune chronicles contains {1,000 indexed
and cross-referenced entries.

Eight years in the making, this definitive work

reveals the world of this sci-fi phenomenon.

Available from :

Available from
October26th

ﬂrC[, 785

What happens to a robot whose

criminally inclined?
He enters politics of coursel -
Winner of the 1984 British SF
Association Best Novel Award.

S/
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A marn who has been most useful zs the comnittees man on
the -spot, being the only committes memnber actuzlly to live
in Oxford the year round, He has had csusé to reqgret this
but suitable doses of alcohol have kept him Qoina.

1

Hobbies: Drinking and D & D

i

i
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Recruited to the committee to sct as our nailing sddress

she has found herself becoming quite expert at deciphering
spider scrawl.

Hobbies$ Drinking and working for Oxcon.

IS e g B &2l e S o«

Gary has been organising the films for the con sswell as
helping with the FRs.

Hobbies: Drinking and working for Ouxcon when mot fightimg D
& D campaiqns.

A number of other people and organisations have helped in
the preparations for this convention and we would like to
thank especiaslly the followings

Barbara Rochford,
Stuart Aston.

David Grandidee

Briarn Ameringen

Roger Ferking

Mike & Hathy Westhead
Carol Faxton

Mike Figa

Maureen Forter

10



Time
1900
2000
2030
2200

2300
all coners!

THO,
Time
1000

1100
Langford

1200
1400

1500
1630

1730
Avctioneer

19200
2000

2230

THREE .
Time

1000

FRIDAY 24th AUGUST 1984. OXCON DAY ONE.
Mairn Frogaramme
Defiming 8 Fan
The Convention Opening Ceremony
Destination Moorm! & Filwm
Call my BEluff

The Astral Lugue Intiation Ceremoryt Open to

SATURDAY 2%5th AUGUST 1984, OXCON DAY

Main Frogramme

The Day the Earth Stood $till! A Film

The Leaky Establishment., A& Lecture by David
LUNCH & Liauid refrestment .

8illy Readings

Guest of Homour Speech by Frisn Adldiss
Twenty Questionsy A silly qsne

A Grand Auction with Frianm Ameringen as

Just a Minute
Exelalbur} A Film

Charades till late!

SUNDAY Z26th AUGUST 1984, OXCON DAY

Main Frogramme

The Fall and Rise of Comics] A Discussion,

1100 Role Flaying Games z Discussion

1230

1400

A EBreak for Lunch

A sianing. sessiond Brian will autograph your

1



copies of his books,

1500
1630
1730
1830
1945
2100
2145

2230

Timne

0900

1000

1130

1300

1330

Wizards 34 Film.

Society and the Stars) A Discussion
UNICON BUSINESS MEETING

University Challenge

A Breask for Dinner

Future 8F a HWrittern Medium?; A discussior.
Fancy Dress im the Fit

Partg/Discu till late!!

MONDAY 27th AUGUST 1984, OXCON DAY FOUR.

Maim Froaramme

lLectures;
Medicine in 8.F. & How not desian weapons.

Fanel on $.F. ART by B.Aldiss.
Android) A Film
The Closing ceronony

Some film reruns.

12
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SURREALIST VERVE, ITS LOONEY
NON-REALITY, ITS PIERCING TRUTHS,
TS WIT, ITS MASKED MELANCHOLY,
ITS NOSE FOR DAMINATION, ITS
BUNKUM, ITS CONTEVPT FOR HOME

COMFORTS, ITS SLEWED
ASTRONOMY, ITS XENOPHILIA, ITS
HPP, ITS CLASSLESSNESS, ITS
MIYSTERIOUS MACHINES, ITS
GAUDY BACKDROPS, ITS TRAGIC
INSECURITY. €9

From the foreword by Bnan Aldiss




Let us introduce you to a new world. A world of myth and magic,
mystery and mayhem. A world peopled by thieves and harlots,
slaves, swordsmen and sorcerers. A world forged out of the
imaginations of ten of the top SF and Fantasy writers around.

A world of wonders. The world of Sanctuary . . .

il




8t Catherines Colleqe.

81 Catherines was chosen because unlike most Oxford
colleges, it has all the facilities necessary for a
convention. Most of the Colleaes were built several hundred
years aqo and its difficult to find room for lecture
theatres, bars, veeting rooms etcetera,

St Catherines, om the other hend, was desiarned in the
sixvties, and has @ rumber of advantages for a convention.
It has a first class lecture hsll, the Bernasrd Sunley, which
will howse most of our main programue items, It hss 8 large
open plan bar complex, where some of our less formal events
will take place, The study bedrooms are wsuslly regarded as
being releatively comfortable, by college standards, The
college has an extensive car park, and parking is always at
g premium in Oxford, especially over s Eank Holidsg, It is
also off the terrorist ¢ sorry tourist ) route, and in
Oxford over the summer that is an absolute necessatity.

OxFovid.

Oxfords site, at the confluence of the Cherwell and
Isis, where they consider the possibility of becoming the
Thames, Its main products are Graduates and British Leyland
cars, Unlike some University towns, it is large enouwgh to
ensure thalt the University is mot the sole dominant
influence in its life. The Colleges and other Umniversity
buildings are largely confined to 3 small area at the
centre, asbout 3/4 of a mile sauare, The concentration of
buildinas of architectural interest inm this part of town is
impressive, and it’s well worth wanderina around for an
hour or so. there are also a large number of reasonahly
good pubs in the town centre, with 8 worthwhile selection
of beers. The locsl brew is Morrell’s, their bitter is
undistingrished but pleassnti- their heasvy bhitter, Morrels
Varsity, is qood if well kept, bul is easily ruirned.

The nearest Fubs to the college are, by 3 happy chance,
some of the hest and cluster around the junction betweern
Broard Streelt and Park Road. The Kings Arms is a large pub
with lots of beers, and a lot of little rooms to hide ir.,
The Turf Tavern is a small pub with lots of beer and a
large qarden. Both have very qood food, Ask 3 committee
nember for directions, or better still take orne with you.

As well as being 8 good place for drirking, Omford is
also a8 good place for eating, The resturant guide will qo
into this in detail ( Flease see the seperate sheet. ) but
I711 make 3 personnal comment, The Queens Lane Coffee house
( actually inm High Street ) provides qoodchesp sandwiches
and Greelk rolls if Your in a hurry. Avoid the hamburger
vans - known locally as Daathburqerﬁ = but the baked potato

145



vans are aqood, The Sorbonne, one of Ouxfords best
restuarants has a "Routier"style downstairs room, where
they serve excellent French food - about 3 fiver for two or
three courses. If gou want to ao over the top, try La
Cantina di Capri -~ the food is interesting, the stmosphere
friendly and the service attentive. Fetween the two
extremes there are a wide variety of places to east,
offering pub arub, pasta, beefburgers and almost anything
else, There is also, if your desperate a3 Bermi.

One of the standard Oxford recreations is punting, snd
we heartly reccomend that you try it) preferably while
someone has a8 camers on you, Funts are available from three
sources)

Foley Bridae, just south of Maadelar college.
Magdelan EBridae, near Maadelan colleqe,
The Cherwell boathouse, north of 8t Catherines.

A final word of warning! Ouford over the susmer bank
holidagis going to be swarming with camera clicking
tourists from all over the vorld, They will spend most of
their time blockinag the colleqe lodaes and qenerally
qetting in the way. St Catherines is however not on their
route, so it is possible to avoid them!

O ER .

Eelow you will find listed the films that we asre showing
during this convention together with s brief comment on
them.

B e L R LR

Starrina Nigel Terry, Nicol Williasmson, Heler Mivien,
Nicholas Clawy and Cherie Lunahi,

The most recent film of the Arthurisn Cycle,
adventure story , stunmingly filmed in Irvelsnd.
EBattle sequences and s delightful portravyol of Merline

ol T SET w0 0 £

Excellent animated festure, made as 3 experiment for the
techrniques used in the Lord of the Rinas, this film lacks
some of the polish but is much more humerous and dramatic.

EYESEST 0 T e O vl .

Early “"American in Space” film suffering from baanal

14



characters, it is still interestinag as a period piece of
i special effects and early concepts of space flight.

WEEED e TIED FEra IR BT O BTN .

Classic "Close Encounters' film, One of the few of the
the period that had the "Aliens are nice people" vessage
and easily one of the best science fiction films ever made,

THED L e OO0

Richard Kiel, pre Jsmes Bond,. An army of Alien Monsters
attack Earth, All the rest of the film follows the standard
plot line.

20 3R 0 ol " 220

Feature film produced following the success of the
popular T,V, series of the seventies., A team of two (lan
i Earmen and Judy Geeson) are sent to a8 remote island to
i investigate pollution and discover something rather more
| sinister than mucky beaches,

- “Gameskeeper

er, basically this is an advertisement
for the local games shop. That's its name
up there. Oh yes, and the address and phone
number basically at the bottom. It won't be
open on Sunday or Monday but there's lots of
other things to do then isn't there?
It's quite a nice little walk down
there really. Along the scenic High,
| ; across historic Magdalen Bridge and along
er picturesque Cowley Road. Just a mile
from Carfax.
J What's there? Well nothing special
really. Just a lot of wargames and role
playing games and miniatures and stuff
like that.
However, during Oxcon, if you are
wearing your badge and if you have found
the secret word hidden in this ad you'll
get an enormous discount -well some anyway.

105 COWLEY ROAD  OXFORD TEL: 721348

15
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